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3. Using Modals of Advice, Necessity, and Prohibition
Should and must are modal verbs. You can use modals to express advice, necessity, and prohibition. Modal verbs come
before the base form of the verb.
You should eat more vegetables.
You must arrive by eight o’clock.
Advice
In a process paragraph, use the modal should to offer advice, tips, and suggestions for being more successful.
You should remove all jewelry before working with clay.
Necessity
Use the modal must to explain rules and laws that affect a process or to explain something that is absolutely necessary.
You must wear protective headgear when you compete.
Use do not have to to say that something is not necessary.
You do not have to pay a fee to enter the museum.
Prohibition
In negative statements of prohibition, use should and must with not and the base form of the verb.
You should not open the oven while the cake is baking.
You must not drink alcohol.
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Complete each sentence with SHOULD or MUST. Then explain your choice of modal.
1.

You

should

 start early in the morning to avoid the traffic.

2.

You

must

 have a license to drive a car.

3.

You

must

 not bring guns into the airport.

4.

You look tired. You

5.

You

must

should

 get a good night’s sleep.

 not leave a baby alone in a bathtub.
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6.

You

must

 not begin eating until the hostess does. It is not very polite.

7.

You

must

 arrive on time, or the boat will leave without you. Do not forget.

8.

We

should

 not wait until the last minute to pack.

9.

You

should

 drink plenty of water when you exercise on a warm day.

10. In some states, you
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must

 be 18 years old to drive.
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