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Unit 3 - Exercise 5

Exercise 5. Helping students to add specific examples to support the main idea
Read the following topic sentences. Then choose yes for examples that support the topic sentence in the most specific way
and choose no if the examples don't support it.

1.

To become a good writer, a student should write often.

__no__ a. For example, s/he should try to write every day because writing is important.
__yes__b. For example, s/he should keep a journal and write in it every evening before bed.
__yes__c. For example, s/he can find an email friend and write message frequently.
2.

Living in the city is challenging in many ways.
yes

 a. City dwellers usually pay a lot of money to live in a small apartment.

no

 b. It is difficult to live in a city because of the lifestyles in cities.

yes

 c. People who live in the city have to deal with pollution.

3.

My sister is easy to tease.

no

 a. For instance, many people like to joke with her.

yes

 b. For instance, I often tell her that I am getting married, and she always believes me.

yes

 c. For instance, she has a cheerful personality and she does not get angry when I make jokes about her

boyfriend.
4.

This school offers a lot of opportunities to students.
yes

 a. There are many clubs and organizations students can join.

no

 b. The school tries to help students.

yes

 c. The school has a career counseling center that offers advice and workshops for students.

5.

The world is becoming smaller.
no

 a. For instance, it is easy to see that many things are changing in the world.

yes

 b. For instance, new forms of communication make it easy for people from different countries to work

together on projects.
yes

 c. For instance, many Asian people can spend part of the year in the U.S. and part of the year in Asia because

it is easy to travel back and forth.
6.

Computers have made students’ lives easier.
yes

 a. They can ask questions of their instructor by e-mail.

yes

 b. They can edit their papers easily by deleting their errors and typing new words or sentences.

yes

 c. They can research information on the Internet.

7.

Nabila is someone who is always ready to help.
no

 a. For example, she enjoys going to parties.

yes

 b. For example, she is willing to lend her friends money if they ask for it.

yes

 c. For example, she takes time off to take care of a sick grandmother.

8.

9.

Shopping online is more convenient than shopping at a department store.
yes

 a. You can shop online at any time of the day.

no

 b. You cannot touch the fabric of the clothes you order.

yes

 c. You can compare prices at several stores when shopping online.

Reading is an important way to practice a new language.
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yes

 a. For instance, reading improves vocabulary.

yes

 b. For instance, reading helps people learn sentence patterns.

no

 c. For instance, it is difficult to learn a new language.

10. The birth of my son helped me to become more patient.
no

 a. I exercised more to stay healthy for my son.

yes

 b. I had to sit still for hours holding him in my arms until she fell asleep.

yes

 c. Sometimes I had to spend up to two hours trying to feed him.
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